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Indies Institute at Delft, it is evident that the French
official has decidedly less general education than the
English civil servant; but that, while all his teaching
at the School has a bearing on his colonial duties, it
is much less exclusively technical than the teaching
at Delft. The French student takes most of the legal
courses prescribed for admission to the bar, and
learns at least one modern language, in addition to
his strictly colonial studies ; and to this extent, at
least, his education is broader than that at Delft
The only true test, however, of any system lies in
its results, and it is still too early to apply that to the
French School. None of its graduates have yet
reached positions of great responsibility. The oldest
of them have left the School only about eight years ;
and those who entered under the present system of
competitive examination have just begun to graduate.
In the absence of experience we must rely upon the
opinions of the men most competent to judge. The
permanent officials in the Colonial Office, and the Gov-
ernors of the Colonies, seem to be on the whole very
well satisfied with the young men sent out from the
School; although there is, of course, some difference of
opinion about the proper amount of general education,
and the length of the theoretical training that a colo-
nial official ought to receive. Some of the GovernorSy
indeed, ask for graduates of the School for supernu-
merary posts even where there are no vacancies
reserved for them by law. It is admitted by every
one that the quality of the French colonial officials